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Preface

Acknowledgement

….a lot of remarkable changes have been seen through applying and integrating PTD methodology ….

This extract from one of the contributions to this book summarizes my thoughts after reading all these stories.

These are stories about changes: changes in mindset from the highest level of the provincial extension system to the farmers themselves, changes in practices, and most importantly changes for a better life for a lot of the most vulnerable farmers.

These are stories about the agricultural extension system, but most of the stories are about the people in this system and in a lot of stories you can imagine yourself standing next to the farmer and see the crops and life-stock that they depend on for their life and the life of their families.

This book with contributions from so many dedicated people from all levels of the extension system brings to life the PAEX programme and a lot of contributions tell us things that cannot be caught in a log-frame.

This is a celebration of the small and big successes and a way to say thank you to all people that have contributed to the success of this programme and a call for continuing and expanding the good work. 

Thank you to all who made this happen.

Dr. Wilfried Theunis 

VVOB Country Programme Manager
Overview PAEX

Background:

The PAEX (Participatory Agricultural Extension) programme in Vietnam started in 2008 as the continuation of two earlier projects in the period 2001-2007.

In line with the national policy (decree 56, MARD circular 60) PAEX contributes to an extension system that addresses the needs of the farmers. Farmers and extension personnel need skills to be able to play their role in an extension system that is based on real farmers’ needs. To support this development, we collaborate with the Agricultural Extension Centre, Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Women’s Unions and Farmers’ Associations in five provinces of South Vietnam.

Due to a multitude of reasons, extension in Vietnam is mainly top-down oriented. Topics included in extension often do not answer the immediate, pressing needs of the farmers, or do not comply with farmers’ working conditions and resources. The programme wants to contribute to a more needs-based extension in Vietnam, in line with the AE policies (Decree 56, decree 02/2010/ND-CP, MARD circular 60).

Many observers and stakeholders agree that the technological skills are fairly good. Therefore the main idea of the programme is to strengthen the methodological skills in order to have a better performing agricultural extension system. The main goal of the programme is to build capacity in the Extension Workers (EWs) and the Farmers’ Clubs (FCs). To make this sustainable, the programme will on the one hand develop materials and a system for continued training and on the other hand, lobby for institutionalization of the principles of participatory extension in the provincial extension system (at the level of the AEC management and DARD).

To integrate the participatory approach in the extension system, obviously the management (DARD and AEC) needs to subscribe to the participatory approach and to apply this approach in the extension system.

Extension is said to be the responsibility of all actors in society. As a result, the extension landscape is rather diverse and also Mass Organizations (MOs) like Farmers’ Association and Women’s Union  want  to integrate extension in their activities because one of their core missions is to help their members raise their incomes and reduce poverty. The programme mainly involved MO management since the actual involvement of the MOs in AE is limited, but the role MO management can play in facilitating participatory approaches is real.

The main indicator for sustainability of the programme is a general plan for institutional integration of the good outcomes in the provincial agricultural system although each province has its own views regarding extension: needs, resources, possibilities, vision, etc.…

Specific objective (2011-2012)

DARD, AEC and MOs of 5 provinces have the capacity to jointly promote and support the use and institutionalization of participatory approaches in agricultural extension in view of improving the quality of agricultural extension.

Intermediate Results

1. AEC/AES are incorporating PTD (Participatory Technology Development) in their regular extension activities

2. The mass organizations are active and fully involved in the network that provides support to agricultural extension and they support / promote the use of participatory extension methodologies.

Results

In phase 1, our operational partners, the Mekong Delta Research Institute (Can Tho) and  the Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam (Ho Chi Minh City), organised training and coaching. Since 2011 we work directly with provincial authorities, although field staff of the institutes are still liaising with the provinces.

At first we trained extension workers centrally, but since 2009 we train core groups of trainers in each province. During 2009 and 2010 26 ‘Trainers of Trainers’ were trained, that in turn trained and train new trainers, extension workers (EW), FC and MO members. The training – supported by materials that we developed - ranges from participatory development of new technologies to issues regarding the Farmers’ clubs (leadership, administration of clubs;  experiments,…).  In all more than 4,000 FC, EW and MO participations were registered in 2008-2012. Clubs and extension workers (186 of the participations in 2011) were trained in participatory extension planning so their plans can be in line with official guidelines while based on local resources and needs. 

In Phase 1, 66 Farmers’ clubs (FC) were started, the basis of the bottom-up approach: clubs and extension workers exchange information in a participatory manner. In phase 2, 28 farmer clubs are newly set up in Binh Phuoc (15 clubs) and Ba Ria-Vung Tau (13 clubs) As part of the approach club members initiate 427 experiments  (254, 131 and 42 experiments were carried out in 2008-2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively).

While trained clubs and extension workers have the skills to participate in the development of needs based planning, our close cooperation with the AEC ensures that a participatory approach is part of extension activities. 
On a higher level (management of DARD and AEC), we advocated that the provinces allot time and means for participatory methods and that the planning takes into account the farmers’ needs. The latter we do in meetings/workshops organized for DARD and AEC leaders, key extension workers, Farmers’ Association and Women’s Union.

From recent meetings with the provinces and from the stories in this book it is clear that DARD is very supportive, that AEC has integrated and plans to integrate this approach and that MOs are more involved in the AE. This makes us hopeful that institutionalization is partly reached and will be reached in the near future. 

This together with the establishment of provincial trainers and the stories of change from EWs, FCs and farmers indicates that PAEX has made a good impact and has contributed in a sustainable way to improve the lifes of the farmers in South Vietnam.

Resource book - Success stories and good practices of PAEX

The resource book is intended for anyone interested in the Agricultural Extension in Vietnam. It contains good practices of the stakeholders of the PAEX programme in five provinces and it is the result of the hard work, patience and generous sharing of experiences of participants in the PAEX Impact Pathway and Most Significant Change Workshop (late 2009), of field experiences of extension workers and experienced farmer clubs as well as ToT trainers programme. Forty two writers contributed to this book and technical working groups worked closely with a production team of editors and desktop publishing staff. 

There are three major sections in this resource book. The first section consists of 10 writings on uses and impacts of the Participatory Technology Development (PTD) method and an example of PTD institutionalization process in Ba Ria-Vung Tau province. 

The second section is the biggest section of the resource book. It features the various local knowledge and practices on farmer/extension clubs in all five PAEX participating provinces, namely club management experiences, development of Khmer ethnic group clubs, female farmer clubs, initiatives of club farmers. We have 34 writings from ToT trainers, extension workers, field officers, and farmer clubs. 

The third section is a collection of 7 writings of changes and effects of capacity building and training on extension workers as well as ToT trainers, and one writing on experiences in PAEX material development. 

The  annexes list all PAEX participants and stakeholders of VVOB, PAEX, Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology for the South  (IAS), College of Rural Development (Can Tho University), Departments of Agriculture and Rural Development and Agriculture Extension Centers of An Giang, Hau Giang, Soc Trang, Binh Phuoc, and Ba Ria-Vung Tau provinces, Agriculture Extension Sections, Women’s Union, Farmers ‘Association, ToT pool, and farmers’ clubs. 

In addition you will find a short photo stories of PAEX activities during its five year implementation (PAEX in the beginning, farmer clubs, capacity building, and application of the participatory extension methods).

These materials are also available on the VVOB Vietnam website www.vvob.be/vietnam. But for the benefit of a large number of farmers and other people that have limited or no access to computer, we decided to print copies to distribute to PAEX participating provinces. Our hope is that these good practices and success stories will be widely introduced to other farmer clubs and people in remote areas. 

This resource book will certainly help stakeholders and other interested readers to look back at the success stories and good practices. However our main hope is that these materials will give inspiration to our readers and contribute to the further improvement of the Agricultural Extension system of Vietnam. 

Dr. Wilfried Theunis 

VVOB Country Programme Manager
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Participatory EXTENSION Approaches
Participatory Technology Development (PTD)

Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)

Need-Based Planning 

Province's Outstanding Outcomes in Integrating PTD Method into AEC's Regular Activities

Author: Lý Đại Lượng, Deputy Director of Soc Trang AEC


VVOB in cooperation with the Mekong River Delta Research Development Institute launched  (in 2006) a project called Mekong River Delta Extension Project (MDAEP) to integrate  PTD method into the extension system of four provinces, including the province of Soc Trang. This project was implemented at the Farmers Club Tam Soc C1, Thuan Hung Commune, My Tu and then extended to all the 14 clubs in the six districts of the province of Soc Trang. By the end of the Participatory Agricultural Extension programme (PAEX) (2011-2012), Soc Trang province has 14 Farmers’ Clubs  participating in the project with a total of 347 people, including 131 women, accounting for 37.7% and ethnic Khmer 168 people, accounting for 48.8%. Overall the project clubs are mostly poor farmers and ethnic minorities who have less opportunities to access agricultural extension activities. With the efforts of this programme poor farmers have more opportunities to participate in the extension services and cooperation  mechanism than to respond to all their needs. In terms of internal resources, the Center has trained core group of trainers (ToT) consisting of five officers to train extension staff, mass organization staff and clubs under PAEX programme and all other programmes and projects.

In general the VVOB - funded PAEX has brought the following results: (i) Extension staff was trained on methods of Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA), Participatory Technology Development (PTD) and applied these methods; (ii) extension at the extension experiments are based on bottom-up demand; (iii) the PTD method has created good relationships between the farmers and the farmers, between the club and the club and between farmers and extension workers as well as improved the livelihoods of a part of community in the clubs.
The most notable point is the sustainability of the PAEX programme. Soc Trang province has built Extension Project with the participation of farmers and enterprises with a period of 10 years (2010-2020). After PAEX programme ends with evaluation and summarization, the province programme is expected to be built in late 2012 and begin in 201, in compliance with the principles of the Government's Decree No. 02 and PTD methods.

Key words:  Soc Trang, Farmer’s Association, Women’s Union, PTD, PRA, ToT, Board of Club Management, Farmer’s Clubs, Extension staff, capacity building and training, experiments, bottom-up needs, voluntary, sustainability.
Impacts of PTD on the Capacity and Task Effectiveness of 

PAEX-Participating Extension Officers’ in Hau Giang and Soc Trang Provinces 

Author: Võ Hồng Dũng,  PAEX Field Staff 

Lecturer of the College of Rural Development, Can Tho University, 

PAEX aims at incorporating participatory extension methods in agricultural extension activities through regular training programmes and capacity building for extension staff to better meet the needs of farmers. After 5 years (2008-2012) the results of the programme are obvious. Participatory extension method, namely the Participatory Technology Development (PTD), really has an impact on agricultural extension workers and improves the  extension system in Hau Giang and Soc Trang. Ability to properly  apply extension methods by the extension workers at provincial level has been replicated to the extension staff at the district and commune levels, the Farmers’ Clubs and also to the provincial mass organizations and officials of the agricultural sector. In the last two years of the project (2011-2012), also supported by the provincial responsive budget, the AECs and the team have integrated and implemented training programmes on PTD, Participatory Club Management, participatory monitoring and evaluation (PME), Agricultural marketing, etc. Soc Trang AEC also continues the Extension Project with the participation of farmers and enterprises (2012-2020) and has  funded trainings and experimental models for the PAEX clubs (80 million/2012). Hau Giang AEC continues to implement and replicate trainings on PTD and Agricultural marketing for long term development of the localities and clubs in the province in the coming years on the basis of integrated training programme funded by the Provincial Extension Center.

Key words:  Soc Trang, Hau Giang, AEC, AES, Farmer’s Association, Women’s Union, PTD, PRA, ToT, Board of Club Management, Farmer’s Clubs, Extension staff, capacity building and training, sustainability.

PTD method - The First Step is Always the Hardest

Author: Tran Van Long, Head of Chau Duc AES

When we first involved in PAEX programme funded by VVOB organization, we approached participatory extension methods with caution. They seemed completely new for extension officers who are used to only providing technical training and build demonstration models to transfer to farmers. We have experienced the frustration and sadness as well as joy and happiness in working with the Farmers’ Clubs and many happy and sad memories of the TOT group . We are gradually linked together, we go to the clubs more often to attend the club regular meetings and to organize meetings to gradually introduce and integrate PTD in other contents of the club meetings. Farmers have absorbed this approach  and are no longer wondering how to define the problem tree. In the seven years that have passed so fast we have grown professionally and along with the day-to-day extension work the PTD method has been integrated into our work. The  problem is no longer a problem.

Key words:  Ba Ria-Vung Tau, PTD, PRA, ToT, Board of Club Management, Farmer’s Clubs, Extension staff, capacity building and training.

When a Extension Workers Use the Rice Fields and Gardens as
Their Teaching Stage
Pen-name: Thanh Nga 

Rather than just teaching theory, extension workers now go down to the garden of farmers to exchange, guide and share of production experiences. Under PAEX, the extension workers have supported farmers to establish  same -interest - extension clubs, to discuss with them, to listen to farmers’ difficulties and to assist farmers to find solutions. Thanks to PAEX, the farmers efficiently exploit their gardens, their productions are more efficient and their lives have been improved. AEC also introduces participatory extension methods to mass organizations so that they could replicate the methods to their members with the aim of attracting a large number of farmers to their organizations and help them improve crop yields - livestock, increase income and gradually reduce poverty.
Key words:  Ba Ria-Vung Tau, AEC, Extension Workers, Farmer’s Clubs, mass organizations, participatory extension methods.

Improvement in An Phú District, An Giang Province After the Study Tour to Phu Huu Farmers’ Club 

Đỗ Văn Hoàng PAEX MD; Nguyễn Xuân Huy – Tri Ton AES; Lữ Thị Kim Dung – Thoai Son AES, Võ Thanh Mạnh - AEC An Giang

Located at the upstream of the Mekong Delta next to Cambodia and embraced by the two Tien and Hau rivers, An Phu is also a watershed district of An Giang province. In Phu Huu in the dry season the water canals are exhausted and plants lack water but in the flood season, the water level is very high, up 2-3m above the field. Realizing the difficulties of the people here the leaders of local authorities conduct a survey and establish a flood dike to create conditions for rural inhabitants to settle. When the dike has just finished floodwaters began to overflow and the dike could no longer stop the rising water levels. The dike was broken and 25 hectares of cultivated land were subsequently buried under the sand and could not be used for production anymore. Difficulties on top of difficulties were the miserable conditions of the farmers who had land but could not use it for production. A member of the Club planted peanuts, the peanut stems grew very well and the yield was rather high. It was 2005 and after that all the land buried in sand became a highly efficient peanut growing area. Quality of peanuts was so good that traders in other places came to sign trading contract and exchange trade. In 2006-2007, the peanut production area has expanded rapidly to over 100 ha. Larger peanut area leading subsequently lead to problems: more diseases, higher labor cost, lower market price, loans from the traders and especially labor shortage in the crop sowing and harvesting. The study tour to Phu Huu Club in 2008 helped the farmers learn experiences in fertilizing, spraying, labor cost, selling price, using and improvement of the machine for peanut sowing, using byproducts such as peanut stems for raising cows and types of product consuming. This tour helped local authority solve problems in planning for the project on sustainable peanut growing areas, and peanut stems are no longer burned or thrown into the river.
Key words:  An Giang, AEC, MDI, AES, Plan Protection Station, Extension Workers, Farmer’s Clubs, experiments, study tour, Farmer’s Association, Women’s Union, peanuts

An Giang – Wisdom Arisen from Difficulties 
Author: Đỗ Văn Hoàng, PAEX MD

Peanut planting area increased in Phu Huu. The threshing of peanut grains however, is still done by hand. , However in early 2008, Nguyen Van Long, a member of the Phu Huu Farmers Club began to think about making a machine to help farmers thresh peanuts. In early 2009, after participating in the study tour organized by PAEX to the peanut production cooperatives in Duc Hoa district, Long An province Long was eager to implement his ideas. He used the savings that he and his wife had accumulated to make the machines on the basis of improvements of the small rice thresher. Although the machine was not perfect Mr. Long is currently looking for capital to make a higher capacity machine to meet high seasonal needs. A joyful signal is that, the peanut production cooperatives in Duc Hoa district, Long An province after the study visit has agreed to buy all his peanut threshers so information has begun to spread to other locations in the region.

Key words:  An Giang, AEC, MDI, Department of Scientific Technology, Farmer’s Clubs, study tour, Farmer, peanuts

Effectiveness of Agricultural Production from the Study Tours 

for the Farmers’ Clubs’ Farmers in Binh Phuoc 
Nguyễn Văn An –IAS; Mai Hưng – AEC Binh Phuoc 
Fieldtrips are a much needed activity in PTD method that can be useful before applying a new technique or conducting an experiment in farmers’ farming condition. This activity has been always encouraged by PAEX  (Participatory Agricultural Extension) programme. Witnessing highly efficient farmer’s practical models is convincing evidence for farmers. and leads to increasede effectiveness of  agricultural production. The remarkable results in the FCs were: (i) the application of the technique of saving watering for black pepper in FC village 5, Thien Hung commune, Bu Dop district has decreased the cost of labors, fuel, and water volume as well as independency of labor during watering time. This model was applied for all farmers cultivating black pepper in the FC and shared for over 50 farmers in near villages; (ii) construction of five egg incubators by Mr. Thanh – member of FC village 8, Loc Thuan commune, Loc Ninh district -  after the study tour in Tien Giang has brought him a  profit of 18 milion VND per month. This is a considerable income of a farmer in the rura areasl.             

Key words: Binh Phuoc, farmer, FC, PTD , study tour,  
Sharing Experiences in Deploying Experiments
at the PAEX Farmers’ Clubs in Hau Giang
Author: Le Van Khoa – The Agricultural Extension Station of Chau Thanh A District

Since 2008, Hau Giang AEC has collaborated with PAEX to introduce Participatory Technology Development (PTD) method to 14 Clubs in the province. Experiments (that applied the process of PTD) were implemented by the farmers’ clubs with the support of extension officers using following steps: (i) to search for information; (ii) to select households; (iii) to transfer science and technology possibly by study tours; (iv) to test; (v) to implement and (vi) to develop technical brochures. During the process of implementing experiment according to the PTD process, the farmers always played the key role in all of the experiment steps: farmers  decide which problems need to be solved, farmers  decide the feasible solution to be tested, farmers design the experiment, farmers  implement the tests using the available resources, farmers monitor and observe the experiments and maintain records, farmers  use their own criteria to evaluate the experiment. Meanwhile, the extension officer together with the Board of Chair of the Club facilitate the farmers’ discussion with respect for their decisions, guide them to improve test design, try to improve the farmers’ technical knowledge on the experiment and support the farmers to plan for monitoring, evaluation and summarizing the results of the experiment. 

Key words:  Hau Giang, AEC, Farmer’s Clubs, Farmer, PTD, experiment.       

Some Good Lessons from Experiment Activities 
Authors: The Hau Giang ToT group

 Experiments are is an important activity for FCs applying PTD under PAEX. With the PTD method, extension officers and staff of mass organizations together with 14 clubs find out the main difficulties or obstacles in the club. To solve the problems, supported by extension officers, the farmers’ clubs implement experiments. Experiments are designed on the basis of agreements among Club members such as: monitoring criteria, experiment scale, technical process to be applied, implementation plans, evaluation methods, etc. In 2011, PAEX supported the farmers clubs to  perform 21 experiments. In addition to the meetings of assessment of the results of the experiments and field workshops of the Clubs, Hau Giang AEC through the PAEX Programme has organized the annual workshop to evaluate results of the experiments. In this workshop, representatives of the 14 clubs had the opportunity to meet each other, to present the experiment results as well as the lessons learnt and experiences and local production knowledge. Good experiments are recorded and materialized into technical brochures and printed and sent to farmers in the same area of production.

Key words:  Hau Giang, AEC, Extension Officer, staff of mass organizations, Farmer’s Clubs, Farmer, PTD, experiment.
Some Issues Relating to Institutionalization of Participatory Technology Development in Agricultural Extension in Ba Ria-Vung Tau 

Author: Lê Văn Gia Nhỏ - Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam
A participatory extension methodology, Participatory Technology Development (PTD) has been introduced in Ba Ria-Vung Tau (BR-VT) since 2005 through the Participatory Agricultural Extension Programmes (PAEX) funded by VVOB (Flemish Association for Development Co-operation and Technical Assistance (Belgium donor organization). Though it is assessed as a new agricultural extension methodology that can meet farmers’ needs, PTD has not been officialized within the BR-VT agricultural extension systems. The reasons are that legal written documents have not been issued, and there have no appropriate adjustments of PTD methodology in the context of BR-VT province. A research on “Institutionalization of the participatory agricultural extension methodology in BR-VT” was carried out to make recommendations to encourage application of the participatory agricultural extension methodology. The research was carried out based on implementation results of the participatory agricultural extension methodology in BR-VT in the period of 2005-2010 through institutional approaches and qualitative methods such as semi-structured interviews, questionnaires, and the reference of existing documents. 
Legal basis: PTD methodology is highly appropriate to be applied in agricultural extension activities as the participatory extension methodology is one of four extension methods suggested by the National Fishery and Agricultural Extension Center (NAFEC), and in line with Decree No. 02/2010/ND-CP dated 8 January, 2010 of the Government regulating  fishery and extension regulations. The Article 3 of the Degree No. 02 stipulated principles of agricultural extension activities that are similar to PTD principles: (i) Be based on farmers’ needs; (ii) Encourage active and voluntary participation; (iii) Link scientific research institutes, enterprises with farmers and farmers with farmers; (iv) and Supervise community activities. 

Relevance between PTD and BR-VT agricultural extension activities: This relevance is seen in several activities, i.e. experiments of new things (agricultural extension models), study tours, monitoring and evaluation of agricultural extension models, financial support, training and capacity building, field workshops, establishment of extension clubs, extension planning. The PTD methodology gives additional points to agricultural extension activities, i.e. (i) monitoring and evaluation of agricultural extension models; (ii) eestablishment of extension clubs; (iii) needs- based planning

On the basis of research results, there are some suggestions on PTD institutionalization policies into agricultural extension activities as follows: (i) Set up a network of commune extension workers; (ii) Set up and manage farmers/extension clubs; (iii) Needs-based extension planning; and (iv) Coordination mechanism with researchers, scientists.

Key words:  Ba Ria-Vung Tau, AEC,  scientist, Extension Officer, Farmer’s Clubs, Farmer, PTD, capacity building and training, need-based planning, institutionalization, establishment and management of club, local knowledge .

FARMER/EXTENSION CLUBS

Farmer’s Initiatives-Successful Farmers

Typical Farmer’s Club 

Management of Club Fund

An giang

The Changes of Tan Thuan Farmer’s Club
Author: Nguyễn Xuân Huy – Tri Tôn Agricultural Extension Center, An Giang

In October 2003, Tan Thuan Farmers Club was established with the support of the commune and district Farmers’ Association. Initially the club consisted of 26 members who have production farmland in the region. At this phase  the Club was not strong and operated without specific action plan. The activities were based solely on the direction of the leaders and members did not support each other. There were only two crops of rice every year. In the dry season there was water shortage while when their was flooding the water was very high and farmers had no time to harvest their rice prior to the flood resulting in complete crop loss. Under these circumstances from 2004 to 2006, the club members met to establish a cooperative group. The Club build linkages with companies, organizations, departments and units such as the An Giang Corporation of Plant Protection, Pacode project(Care), Farmers’ Association, Fisheries Association, Department of Plant Protection, Agricultural Extension Station, Agricultural Extension Center,  PAEX Programme, etc.. 
Besides the support of other organizations and agencies working in the field of agriculture, PAEX Programme has changed attitude of both the Management Board and the members of the clubs through trainings on PTD method and management and administration of the Club. Members of the Farmers’ Club now together find the difficulties encountered in production, find solutions and conduct experiments on the basis of the agreed solutions. In addition, farmers are more familiar with the monitoring and evaluation of experiments with clear records. The Club meetings take place more regularly, with the participation of the majority of members and the content of the meeting is also richer with more vibrant exchange of ideas. Management Board of the Club always listens to the opinions of the members and the final decision of the club is based on the general consensus. Through their participation the club members expand their social relationships, are able to  exchange and learn more experiences, are involved in the application of scientific and technical progress to production that assists them to increase revenue, and improve village relationships.
Key words:  An Giang, AEC, AES, Station of Plant Protection, Plant Protection Branch, Fisheries Association, Farmer’s Association, CARE, PTD, Club Management, Farmer’s Clubs, members, technical training,capacity building,  training.
Live with Love, Live with Responsibility 

Author: Nguyễn Xuân Huy – Tri Tôn Agricultural Extension Center, An Giang

Tan Thuan Club in Ta Danh commune, Tri Ton district of An Giang province was established in 2003 with 26 members and since  2008 ha 34 members. In order for the Club to achieve what they have today it is impossible not to mention the contribution, the mind and the love of Uncle Hai Truong, Chairman of the Club. Uncle Hai Truong actively participates in charitable activities, mobilizes and helps the neighbors and club members participates in the programmes, extension activities, buys an ambulance for the community and helps the poor, constructs bridges, elaborates brand name "Hai Truong Rice Seed Production Farm." When the PAEX programme approached the club, he  proactively implemented experiments, and guided the members of the club to participate. Successes and failures from the experiments were shared to club members and others in the commune. Club members are also associated with the general social charitable activities in the commune. Looking at the results today we remember the months of difficult and hard work, that he has gone through to help improve people's lives.

Key words:  An Giang, Extension Center, Club Chairman, Club members, experiment, poor.

Stand up with PAEX, The Khmer People of An Loi Club,  
Chau Lang Commune, Tri Tôn District, An Giang Province

Author: Vo Hong Tu, Lecturer of the College of Rural Development, 

PAEX Field Staff 

Through the PAEX programme, An Loi or Khmer club of Tri Ton district, has participated in many trainings related to agricultural technology, club management, PTD, experiments and many effective production models. As a result the club has gained  remarkable economic and social achievements thanks to the enthusiasm and activeness of club members as well as extension staffs, especially the staffs at district level. After the training course on fund establishment /  management for example the club developed a  club fund of more than VND 16 million, so far. Key words: PAEX, club, farmer, Khmer, experiment. 

Key words:  An Giang, Farmer Club, Khmer, fund management

The Captain of An Lơi Club

Author: Phạm Thị Như   -  Châu Thành Agricultural Extension Station, An Giang

An Loi is one of 12 clubs of An Giang province participating in PAEX programme. The club only had 25 members in 2010. However, the number increased to 37 members in 2012 due to the good achievements since participating in the programme. According to the club leader, it was so difficult to “sail” the club to the prime destination and he did not know what way to develop the club because of language limitation. However, based on training courses that he and other members have participated in, he gained  valuable knowledge as well as effective production models. At present, he knows how to develop and stimulate the enthusiastic participation of club members through participatory approaches. Collective fund establishment also plays a very important role in the development of the club. The total fund of the club now is about VND 16 million. Beside the supports of PAEX, the club also gets support from outsiders such as provincial Farmers Association and Mappacific company.

Key words: An Giang, club, farmers, Khmer, PTD, club management.

Working Method of A Club Chairman 

 Author: Phạm Thị Như - Châu Thành Agricultural Extension Station, An Giang

 and Nguyễn Hồng Lê, PAEX

Uncle Nguyen Van Do  or Uncle Nam Do as he is called by friends - is the first club leader of Binh Thanh club since its establishment in 2000. Although he is over 60 years old, thanks to his interests, enthusiasm, aspiration in production activities as well as his friendliness and caring attitude, he always get strong supports form other club members and was awarded the  Good Farmers title at district level and provincial level. According to his experiences, the success of club is decided by many factors, in which determination is very important– we have to follow and complete successfully what we plan before. Moreover, to develop the club, we must have real developments to attract  people to participate enthusiastically and actively in the club. More importantly, the high solidarity and unification among club members plays a crucial  role in determinating the success.

Key words: An Giang, club, farmer, Khmer, PTD, club management.

Farmers’ Benefits from PAEX

Author: Lữ Thị Kim Dung   - Agricultural Extension Center, An Giang

Before participating in PAEX programme, many clubs in An Giang province were  confronted with  many problems during production and trading process (commercial rice and low price). PAEX has assisted the clubs to overcome difficulties e.g. high price of rice seed production (a contractwas signed  with reliable companies). Besides, the clubs also gained many other benefits e.g. from the experiments which resulted in high yield and increased income. Also,based on training course on fund establishment and management, almost all clubs have developed their own fund to support each other. However, the clubs are still confronted with the problem of market oriented production.

Key words:  An Giang, Agricultural Extension Center, Can Tho University, club, farmer, Khmer, PTD,  club management, club fund.

The Women of PAEX Clubs in Cho Moi District Contribute to Local Socio-Economics Development

Author: Vo Hong Tu, Lecturer of the College of Rural Development, 

PAEX Field Staff 

Thanks to PAEX training on club management and the opportunity to visit new production models, two women clubs of Cho Moi district have established fund in order to help other club members. So far, the clubs have helped more than 30 members suffering economic difficulties to access incentive loan with interest rate of only 1%/month and brought to their homeland more than 5 new production patterns.

Key words:  An Giang, club, women,  Khmer, PTD,  club management.
An Impressive Field Trip

By: Lê Kim Phượng – PAEX- VVOB

As an assistant for the PAEX programme, one of the tasks which is most interesting is going to the field. At every place I have visited, I learnt at least a few interesting things from the farmers. The most common thing I have seen is the happy feeling when they showed their satisfaction and confidence when talking about the PTD method. I could hear and witness the real difficulties of extension workers. One day  I had an opportunity to  visit two women clubs in Cho Moi district, An Giang province. Those are at Long Dien A, and at Kien An communes. Participating in PAEX they are proactive in doing experiments on chilly, onion, chives, cabbage, tomatoes. The members are decision makers for their family production, not only in choosing the rice varieties, vegetable crops, but also in taking care of the field and moreover, they persuade their men to apply PTD method into their production. They made an unforgettable impression on me and I hope that more and more women could have equal role in the family like in Cho Moi district 

Key words: An Giang, AEC, Extension worker, Women farmer’s club, PTD, technical development, community development

Experiences in Development of a Club into a Coorperative 

the Case of Vinh Trach Rice Seed Production Club 

Author: Vo Hong Tu, Lecturer of the College of Rural Development, 

PAEX Field Staff 

This paper systematizes the process of transforming a club toa  cooperative in the case study of Vinh Trach seed production club, including difficulties, outsiders’ supports and solutions. In order to complete this paper, the author had an in-depth interview with club managers. Results from study show that the main difficulties of club are limited management capacity, participation of members and skilled and highly educated young   people as well as limited market share at first due to lack of social networks. To solve these problems, cooperative managers have developed many solutions such as incentive policy (lower price for using pumping service, rice seed and pesticide), integrating outsiders’ activities into cooperative, for instance training and workshop, participation of local staff especially leaders into cooperative.A lesson learnt is that the, cooperative should be active and moral in managing and inspecting cooperative.

Key words:  An Giang, CBDC-BUCAP, An Giang AEC, cooperative.
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Enhance the Farmer’s Self- Motivation

 Nguyễn Nguyễn (pen name)

The Participatory Extension Programme funded by VVOB  in cooperation with the Mekong Delta Research Development Institute (MDI), was implemented in Hau Giang province in 2008-2012 and the programme has contributed to improve extension methods and enhance the capacity building. This is a programme which aims to apply Participatory Technology Development (PTD). The main target is to enhance the ability for extension workers (EWs) in order to help farmers to be more proactive in finding the best solutions to solve their difficulties. For this reason, the extension workers have been considered as a core staff to work with farmers and clubs. Participating in PAEX programme, the province, Agricultural Extension Center (AEC) and Mass Organizations (MOs) have supported wholeheartedly the selection of clubs for the PAEX programme. PAEX clubs have enthusiastically joined in many experiments, study tours, sharing experience, training and capacity building. All this  has build the capacity of clubs and farmers to support themselves with necessary knowledge and helped them feel self-confident to share and implement what they need. In the last  2 years, PAEX programme continued to implement and cooperate with Mass Organizations which helped a lot in the promotion of the development of extension system, enhance the ability of extension workers and club farmers, and especially enhance the self-motivation  of farmers.

Key words: Hau  Giang, Self-motivation, extension workers, study tour, experiment, mass organization.

Improvement of the Value of Năm Roi Grapefruit  in Phú Trí A Club,
Hậu Giang

Author: Nguyễn Nguyễn (pen name) 


By using scientific and technical methods and applying actual experiences in the cultivation process, the members of the Phu Tri A Club were able to successfully grow and protect the traditional crops. Farmers participating in the club always pay attention to the techniques of l branch cutting, pruning flowering process, using organic fertilizer. Therefore, Roi grapefruit gardens of the club members are frequently resistant to the citrus greening disease. Besides, Mr. Ba Thanh (Vo Trung Thanh), the Chairman of the Phu Tri A Club , and some other members have made a seemingly impossible feat after three years of tinkering and research. That is, creating a vase shape (hồ lô) for Roi grapefruit that brings high economic and cultural value to the Roi grapefruit. The club is associated with PAEX, a VVOB funded programme, to do the experiment of a grapefruit disease that is named “stork peck" by local farmers. Up to now, even though the experiments are ongoing, the farmers can assess the impact of this new disease. The club is continuing to cooperate with the district and provincial agriculture projects, and technical institutes and universities to implement the model of growing Roi grapefruit with the food safety process of VietGAP. The club also encourages members to grow and multiply of “Hồ lô” grapefruit to sell at high prices to increased income of the family. 

Key words:  Hau  Giang, Mekong River Delta Research and Development Institute, Can Tho University, AEC, AES, chairman of the Club, farmers, research, experiments.
Application of the Integrated Production Models at Xà Phiên Club, Long Mỹ District,  Hậu Giang

Author: Nguyễn Hoàng Chiến, Agricultural Extension Center, Hậu Giang

On 18/07/2007, Hamlet 5 Aquaculture Club in Xa Phien commune was officially established. From the initial 20 s the number of club members has increased to 40, all members are of Khmer ethnicity. Participation in the PAEX programme has improved all activities of the Club. Through the monthly meetings to exchange production experiences and to the enthusiastic sharing of information, village relationships have improved. In addition, the programme also organized study tour to the pig raising model where pigs’ waste is used to produce biogas and trained the Club Management Board on skills of club management. The PAEX programme also supported the club with an initial fund of 5 million to contribute to the funds of the Club. Participatory extension methods (PTD) introduced bye PAEX have helped the members of the Hamlet 5 Aquaculture Club in Xa Phien to be more confident in production activities, stronger in raising constructive inputs to the club and sharing production experiences. The club members fully take up their role as club members and enthusiastically help other members overcome difficulties in production as well as in life. These factors help them consolidate their solidarity and realize their legitimate but very practical rights in joining the club. From small-scale and fragmented and self-sufficient production processes, the members of the club are well organized and love and help each other and make the agricultural production in the Hamlet 5 Aquaculture Club in Xa Phien, Long My district more and more stable.

Key words:  Hau Giang, Mekong River Delta Research  and Development Institute, club, Khmer ethnicity, PTD, club management and operation,  experiments, club fund.
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Rice Field  Model Club in Hiệp Lợi Commune, Ngã Bảy Town, Hậu Giang Province  A Step of Improvement in Application of Scientific Technology 
Author: Nguyễn Đăng Khoa - Agricultural Extension Center, Hậu Giang
In 2005 the Rice Field Model Club was established in Xeo Vong A hamlet, Hiệp Lợi Commune, Ngã Bảy Town, Hậu Giang Province with 22 members, an area of 26.4 hectares aiming at restructuring production and uniting the farmers to help each other in production. Soon after its founding, the Club was supported by the Extension Station for 40% of the breed cost to perform the production model of “2 rice 1 fish”. Although the model results did reduce disease and slightly increase production yield, t the economic effect is negligible. Since August 2008, the Club participated in the PAEX programme, funded by VVOB, Belgium. Since this moment the club has significantly changed. The PAEX Programme has helped strengthen club activities, elaborate the rules of operation, organize periodic meetings, manage club fund, use of revolving fund for the club members, implement, monitor and evaluate experiments, build capacity of and train the Club Board on skills of club management and operation, organize study tour for the club to learn how to manage and operate the club. Using this momentum, the club has established linkages with other agencies and organizations. In addition to inheriting and promoting the works of the Club initiated by the PAEX programme, the linkages of extension and mass organizations are needed to help develop a strong club.

Key words:  Hau Giang, Cuu Long Rice Research Institute, AEC, AES, Station of Plant Protection, Plant Protection Branch, Farmer’s Association, Women’s Union, Club Management, Farmer’s Clubs, Extension Wokers, Khmer ethncity, technical training, capacity building and training, experiments, club fund, production loan, household economy.
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The Thanh Tien Club With Well-Developed Revolving Fund


Author: The Management Board of  Thanh Tien Club

Chau Thanh AESin HG province applied the PTD method under the PAEX programme.. PAEX provided the new approach which is based on the farmer’s needs in extension activities. The biggest and first problem oflmost farmer’s clubs in the rural area of Hau giang province at that time was lack of  funds for production. Thanh Tien club was not an exception, it faced financial problems since the first days of establishment, 2007. One year later, when PAEX started carrying out the activities in Hau Giang province, including Chau Thanh district, thanks to the initial support from PAEX, Thanh Tien club could do experiments on vegetable planting. Luckily, the experiment was very successful, and farmers of club were quite happy, not only because the good result but also with the way they could see their problems, how their needs in production could be mentioned and solved. Particularly, since the club received the financial support from PAEX,  five million VND to each club for the operation.Thanh Tien club used this amount as a revolving fund, without interests, and could lend to club members to overcome the financial difficulties in production. As there are many successful demontrations/ experiments and many households benefitted from this fund, the amount of five million seemed so small for the demand which had been increasing  more and more, the club management discussed the idea of raising a revolving fund for all club members. Everymonth at the meeting, the club members contribute to the club an amount, then every three months, the club will meet and consider choosing who would be receivers of the loan, with a very cheap interests, the priority was given to those in the most difficult circumstances andthis was agreed by the members. The interests has been accumulated every 3 months, but it is used to cover the operation costs for club, or credit to the fund, not pay to the contributors, by that way, gradually, with the development of club members, this fund was increased more and more, and now, after over three years of running, the total fund reaches nearly 100 million VND ! The club could turn up their situation from the deficiency to the sufficiency status and all members feel happy and rely upon the club management The most meaningful thing is the farmers could realise the importance of solidation and group working could help to improve all their lives to be better, happier.

Key words: Hau  Giang, Club, fund management, experiment

Minor Action,  Great  Multiplication 

Author: Thái Ngọc Sang - Châu Thành Agricultural Extension Station, Hậu Giang 
There were 32 extension clubs in Chau Thanh District, Hau Giang Province in 2010 including the two clubs participating in PAEX. At that time most of the clubs’ activities are poor and do not have any real content. Gradually, as the  needs of farmers and producers increased and in order to access and deploy extension models the clubs’ activities became focused more on production. AEC introduced new production models to the clubs. Under the  PAEX Programme, the Boards Of Management of the clubs were trained on skills of management and administration of the club and the method of Participatory Technology Development (PTD). However, the clubs were still operated independently, and separate from the others, and extension officers are the conveyers of information between the clubs. To strengthen and develop the clubs in the district, the Boards of the clubs proposed to learn and exchange ideas and experiences with the typical club in the district. This is a fast and very useful way of exchanging information to each club. As this idea was initiated by the chairman of the club, derived from the needs of the club; therefore, they desire and really see the effect clearly. They themselves make contacts. Through their own study and comparison among members with members, and the Boards with the Boards, they realize their strengths and weaknesses, and then identify ways to overcome in order to improve themselves.
Từ viết tắt: Hau  Giang, AES, Club, Board of Management, exchange of experiences between clubs.
Contest for “Good Participatory Extension Club”- Useful Play Station for Farmers

Author: Quốc Thái (Pen Name) 

The contest for "Good Participatory Extension Club 2010” organized by the Agricultural Extension Center in collaboration with PAEX, the Mekong Delta Research and Development Institute has really attracted many participating farmers. In a lively and excited atmosphere,  the competitors share and learn more experiences, good practices in the production and in  management and administration of the clubs. Many teams elaborated their performance very professionally about the benefits of joining the PAEX clubs. In the contest, the farmers become experts advising people about safe and clean and good agriculture and the benefits of applying participatory extension methods. Through comments of the Board of Jury, the clubs are also equipped with the knowledge on the effective use of funds, the club operation as well as the responsibility of the Chairman of the Club. All the teams look forward to having more and more playing stations for farmers to share experiences and learn good practices.
Key words: Hau Giang, MDI, AEC, club, contest. 
Forum on “ Skills of Managing Extension Clubs” A Means to Improve Leadership Skill 
Author: Nguyễn Hoàng Chiến, Agricultural Extension Center, Hậu Giang

On 30/07/2010 at Hau Giang, Hau Giang AEC has cooperated with the PAEX programme and the Mekong Delta Research and Development Institute to organize the forum on "Skills of Managing Extension Clubs". Through the forum, chairmen of the clubs share experiences with each other in administration and management of clubs, raise, exchange and discuss their difficulties with the speakers for the most appropriate solutions. The reasons for the increasing number of clubs in recent years are: (i) Witnessing the effectiveness of extension clubs local authorities set up the criteria to development extension clubs, and (ii) Farmers having the same interests and products aggregated themselves and request to establish extension clubs . Meanwhile, the number of existing clubs is reduced because: (i) The Extension Station consolidate the clubs and delete the name of the clubs that don’t work effectively; and (ii) Some good clubs are changed to cooperatives. Besides, the forum also focused on discussing issues related to VietGAP - "good agricultural practices", “four linkages: the farmers – the enterprises – the State – the scientists.” For farmers, there are many challenges ahead and this forum is considered as a useful playground that assist the scientists, the managers, the farmers, and the extension workers to have the opportunity to understand and be closer to one another. 

Key words: Hau Giang, AES, Club, Mekong Delta Research and Development Institute, Farmer’s Association, Women’s Union, Board of Management, skills of club management, VietGAP, four linkages.

SÓC TRĂNg

The Changes of  Tam Sóc C1-C2 Club through the Participatory Extension Method
Authors: Thanh Lâm, Tuấn Nguyên, Ánh Nguyện – Sóc Trăng AEC

Tam Soc C1-C2 Extension Club was established on May 03, 2002 including 2 hamlets of Tam Soc C1 and Tam Soc C2, My Thuan commune, My Tu district, Soc Trang province. With an initial membership of 21 people whose economic lives were very difficult, 59% poor household, 36% close-to-poor and average household and only 5% are better-off households. There are now 24 members including 15 men and 09 women, and 100% are Khmer. In September 2002, the club participated in the Mekong Delta Agricultural Extension project (MDAEP) by VVOB Belgium in cooperated with the Mekong Delta Research and Development Institute, Can Tho University from May 09, 2002 until the end of 2007. This project was followed up by the  PAEX programme from late 2008 to the present. After hearing that with the new participatory extension method the people is the center of activities, extension activities are derived from the needs of farmers, farmers' opinions are recorded, extension officers and farmers learn and work together, farmers become experts in their field, the club members have realized their position and together with the programme identified the causes of difficulties in their production and found solutions to solve problems and decided to do the experiments. Management Boards of the clubs are trained on group management that helps the members of the Board manage club activities more efficiently. The members of the club are more confident and comfortable to meet with the Vietnamese and foreign visitors, to raise their opinions and to share their personal experiences. The participatory extension method has helped the club members realize their position and the extension activities are based on the farmers’ needs thus mobilized the farmer’s participation in extension.

Key words: Soc Trang, CIDA, Can tho University, AEC, AES, People’s Committee, club, Khmer, club management and operation, FFS, household economy, PTD, experiment, study tour, periodic meeting.
Case Study of A Woman Participating in the Extension Club of Soc Trang

Author: Nguyễn Thị Thanh Tâm -  Sóc Trăng AEC

Ms. Ly Hong Son is a poor Khmer in the Tam Soc C1 hamlet, My Thuan commune, Soc Trang province. Prior to 2002, her property consisted of 1.3 hectare of rice field and 0.13 ha of upland, two buffaloes but she has 5 children and all of them are still young: the oldest was 15 years old. Life was not so bad if her husband was not hospitalized twice to undergo surgical operation in Saigon and a child was sick, those forced her to mortgage the land and sell 2 buffalos immediately in the field without having enough time to feed them. In 2002, the Tam Soc C1 & C2 was established with the support of MDAEP in collaboration with AEC (this project is now PAEX) so she participated in the project to learn new techniques to apply them on her field. With PTD method she and other members of the club have changed significantly over the past eight years. She has not only taken care of the home, but also spends her time to learn, exchange experiences with other members of the club, applies techniques, improves her live. She said she would love to join the club to learn about rice cultivation, savings, grass growing, how to communicate and share and behave with her neighbors and to meet extension officers .
Key words: Soc Trang, Cần Thơ University, extension officers, club, Khmer ethnicity, learn experiences.
The Success  of Applying PTD of  An Thạnh Nam Club, Cù Lao Dung District, Sóc Trăng Province 

Author: Lê Thị Ánh Nguyện

Associates: Nguyễn Thị Thanh Tâm, Huỳnh Bảo Quốc, 

Lý Thanh Lâm, Võ Hồng Dũng, Phạm Thị Pari

Participatory Extension Project (PAEX) at 3 provinces in Mekong Delta started to implement its activities in Hau Giang, An Giang and Soc Trang in 2008. One of the clubs that has applied PTD successfully is An Thanh Nhi club, Cu Lao Dung dictrict, Soc Trang province. Through the PAEX programme, it has helped farmers in the club implement some experiment activities, technical trainings, study tours, trainings on capacity building about participatory extension method, club management and facilitation skills, participatory monitoring and evaluation,…All the things have contributed to the changes of the club and obviously influenced quality and quantity of the club in the last time. Sharing and cooperation between club members and farmers implementing experiments by themselves to find out new technologies, experience, knowledge on farmers’ production make farmers become more opened to share their experiences with each other. The impact of mutual learning and participation have created more belief, increased the ability of acquiring new sciences and technologies, and recently helped to evaluate effectively the impact of programme. Shyness and timidity can not be seen now and people seem very happy to participate andexpress their ideas or decisions for every problem, there are no more top-down ideas which can not be able to help farmers express all what they want to say. PAEX programme does not only have a role of supporting farmers with their experiment activities, but it also supports new technologies, trainings, and study tours etc.Therefore, it has taken a role of promoting club members to participate in learning and working environment; and then club members’ ability has been increased and activities of club become diversified and plentiful. 

Key words: Soc Trang, AEC, AES, Institute of Sugarcane Research, club, farmer, Extension worker, Extension Worker, PTD, PME, Experiments, Trainings, Capacity Building and Training.
Hòa Phủ Club, Hòa Tú 2 Commune, Mỹ Xuyên District, Sóc Trăng Province

Author: Huỳnh Bảo Quốc –  Mỹ Xuyên AES

Hoa Phu club at Hoa Phu hamlet, Hoa Tu 2 village, My Xuyen district, Soc Trang province has been established in March, 2008. The club has total 28 members of which 46% women. At the beginning, the club included members who have the same interest of raising tiger shrimp, but the club meets more difficulties because they are not familiar with cooperative working habit. For meetings and contributing ideas, female members seem timid and shy to express their ideas in front of a crowd. Therefore, the club does not have right direction for their production and development; club activities seem perfunctoly and need support from local authority and agriculture units. When PAEX began its activities in Soc Trang province in June, 2008 and Hoa Phu club has been chosen to participate in the programme. Participating in the programme, beside technical trainings, the board of club leaders has been trained on club management and facilitation skills, household economic management, PTD. Through PTD methodology, evaluations of club members show that there is a strong impact from the programme. “Most significant changes are about the applying of technology in their production (54%), livelihood changing ( 19%), the changing of awareness(16%). Some less important changes are about the increase of income(9%) and solidarity (2%). The activities of Hoa Phu club have undergone  these positive changes thanks to positive participation of club members, the dynamic of club leaders and with the help from AEC, PAEX, local extension stations and local authorities of Hoa Tu 2. These achievements have contributed to the production orientation of the club and PTD methodology is a catalyst which mobilizes the club and helps the club develop organizationally and sustainably.

Key words: Soc Trang, AEC, AES, Agricultural Department, People Committee, extension officers, club management board, Club members, PTD, Capacity Building and Training, Experiments, Study tours, Sharing experience. 
Sóc Trăng - Kiết Lập B Extension Club

Author: Trần Trang Nhã, Ánh Nguyện, Nguyễn Thanh Tâm, Huỳnh Bảo Quốc

The extension club, Kiet Lap B, Lam Kiet village, Thanh Tri district, Soc Trang province was established at the end of 2003. At first the club had 40 members(3 women and 15 poor households). Until 2008, together with more extension activities such as  supports from extension, aquaculture sectors and financial supports have helped the poor farmers in the club to overcome the poverty (now there are only 2 poor households left). Some households become better-off farmers thanks to fruitful harvests. At present, the club maintains 38 members because 2 members have moved to other places to live. Some main changes of the club include: (a) Club made experiments with their own money, selecting new varieties based on farmers’ needs; (b) Giving financial support based on club members’ needs and requirements, selected members for financial support with the agreement of all club members; (c) Sharing, mutual care in production and living, enhance the role of women in club (more females like joining club); (d) Club activities become more activie, working method follows a scientific way; (e) The club equipments are better; (f) Having clear rules of working: being deducted their points in case of absent from club meetings without informing before, being furnished if not wearing uniform, and reward the members for their regular meetings; (g) The club leaders always listen to the desires of club members in order to share experimence, knowledge with all ckub members; (h)Building up club plan based on the common ideas of club members and real condition of local as well as the support from programmes, organizations. Some organizations influenced on the  development of club:  CIDA programme, PAEX, AEC, AES, Agricutural department and local authority.

Key words: Soc Trang, PAEX, Mekong Delta Research Development Institute, Mekong Delta Rice Research Institute, CIDA, Department of Plant Protection, Agricultural Extension Stations, District Agricultural Department, People Committee, Farmer Club, CIDA, Club members, PRA,  PTD, Experiments.
The Club With Scientific Application Desire
Nguyễn Thị Thanh Tâm1, Huỳnh Bảo Quốc2, Võ Hồng Dũng3, Phạm Thị Pari3

1:  Sóc Trăng AEC, 2  Mỹ Xuyên AES, 3 Mekong Delta Research Development Institute
Dong Tam club, Dai Tam village, My Xuyen district, Soc Trang province is located on the national highway 1A, toward to Bac Lieu province. This is a women’s club and it was established in 1999 with 30 members in which 24 members (80%) are Khmer people. From the observation and evaluation in 2009, we realized the changes that happened to  the club. The results show that the changes are about being participatory and applying new scientific experience into their production (28,8%); study tour and sharing experience (23,4%);having stable life and well-off (18,8%); other less important changes have been seen through their low production cost,  mutual help, increasing income, supporting with loans (resp 12,2%, 8,9%, 7,8%  and 5,6%). The foundation and development of the club not only comes from their own efforts, but also from the contribution of organizations such as PAEX, AEC, Agricultural Bank, CIDA, Local Agricultural Department, Cow cooperative, Institutes. AEC has played the role of connecting farmers with Institutes, Universities and concurrently it is a center of transferring new technologies, helped the club in their organization and management. Bank is an integral organization to farmers and clubs which includes more poor farmers. Bank supports club members to get loans through the club as an authorized unit. The most important thing is that the supports and trainings from PAEX responded farmers’ needs and mobilized club members participate in a learning and working environment to enhance capacity of club members.  Since then, club activities have been gone into its depth, diversified experiments, from a simple one such as changing an old rice variety for new one, now the club has more experiments, these experiments come from farmers’ needs and implemented successfully such as making organic fertilizer with Trichodema, making Metharizum fungus as a pesticide to prevent bown-plant hoppers on rice plant , planting new rice varieties…. Specially, the club has published 2 leaflets to disseminate experiment results to people around and other farmers coming to visit club. According to the club, they have done some works as if they were the scientists. The club must say “thanks a lot” to the programme for creating conditions and helping club members to implement their desires of becoming scientists.

Key words: Soc Trang, CIDA, Agricultural Bank, District Department of Agriculture, Milk Cow Cooperative, Can Tho University, Agricultural Extension Center, Agricultural Extension Station, Mekong Rice Research Institute, Long Phu Rice Research Station, Farmer Club, Extension Workers, Scientists, Khmer, PTD, Monitoring and Evaluation, Household Management, Technical Leaflet.
Applying and Integrating PTD to Women Club and Principles of Effective Budget Management  

Author: Trần Thị Lý Ên, Head of Dong Tam Club, Mỹ Xuyên, Sóc Trăng 

Dong Tam Women Club, a Khmer women club from the My Xuyen district, Soc Trang province, started working with MDAEP programme in 2005 and continued under PAEX. Thanks to working with the VVOB programme, the club has beenintegrating PTD methodology into club activities; therefore, they have gained some good results such as: (1) Having good management for club activities; (2) Organizing experiments successfully (3) Managing club budget effectively and (4) Having a good relationship among club members. These things have contributed much to the success of this club compared to other clubs and it proves that PTD has been applied and integrated well at the club for years. The activities of raising budget and club management are considered as the important factors which helps the club develop stronger and sustainable at present. To share this typical activity of budget management and help the other clubs know how this activity has been done and how to make club progress well is the objective of  the article “Applying and Integrating PTD to Women Club and  Principles of Effective Budget Management” .

Key words: Soc Trang, farmer club, PTD, Management Board, revolving fund, fund management
Đồng Tâm Club – A Happy Family Oriented Club

Author: Nguyễn Hồng Lê – PAEX-VVOB

The conversation between the Chairwoman and members of Dong Tam club, Dai Tam commune, My Xuyen district, Soc Trang province and the delegation of  VVOB from Belgium and Hanoi Office showed that i) the technical knowledge and information collected from the study tours to the other provinces is always strictly implemented and shared with farmers inside and outside the club, ii) the club is able to make the problem tree on their own, iii) the club fund is used to do experiment with  technical assistance of Soc Trang extension workers. The purpose of the club is to learn each other's production experiences, to increase household income and the more important purpose is to have happy families. Experience of the club shows that it’s necessary to establish a club fund. The fund must be managed closely. It helps link the members together and improve family life.

Key words: Soc Trang, club, problem tree, technical assistance, club fund, club management, happy family, improved family life.

 Saving money from pottery pig model of Bao Lon woman club
Author: Happy Family  Club, Bau Lon hamlet, Thanh Tri district, Soc Trang province

Bao Lon club was established with the purpose of sharing and learning new experience and technologies through club’s activities, Club members have done a real effort to implement this target and as a result they have developed the household economics and increased income. Bao Lon Club consists of women only that started without funding and without experience in club management. Thanks to the support of Local Women Association and PAEX project, the club members and the board of club leaders have been trained in participatory extension methods and club management. They also provided a small budget to help them implement small experiments and buy some equipments at first time when the club has been established. Since then, the club developed their own activities and the club leaders have improved their club management. In addition, the club has begun with technical experiments of raising sows and chicken, they were successful and all of new technical experience has been shared with all club members. This experience made the club members aware of the value of participatory learning and sharing and they decided to raise funds to make the club stronger. The club has developed a new way of raising fund; the pottery pig model. Thanks to this activity, the club has raised more money and this amount of money can help club members to solve some urgent needs for club family. The article “Saving money from pottery pig model of Bao Lon woman club” wants to share their experience as one of the positive PAEX club’s activities.

Key words: Soc Trang,  Women Unions, FC, Club Management Board, revolving funds, club management

Sóc Trăng – Contest for Good PTD Clubs  
Journalist: Triệu Sang

On 17/7/2010, the Agricultural Extension Center in Soc Trang  cooperated with VVOB  to organize a PTD competition for farmers’ club. The competition was based on the plan of PAEX programme to help farmers  in  cooperation with extension workers identify a suitable production method adapted to the local condition of each farmer household through applying participatory extension methods. A total of 14 farmers clubs of 7 districts: My Xuyen, Ke  Sach, Thanh Tri, Cu Lao Dung, Chau Thanh, My Tu and Nga Nam participated in the competition . All of the competitive clubs have been gone through 3 tournaments: (i) Individual knowledge; (ii) Knowledge on PTD, club management, club regulations and (iii) Handle situations. All clubs have done well with their preparation for their knowledge on PTD and club management. The clubs exhibited good knowledge on PTD process as well as club management by answering questions about facilitation and management skills, PTD process, identifying problems and difficulties, implementing experiments and evaluation, disseminating experiment results and organization of extension clubs.

Key words: Soc Trang,  Agricultural Extension Center, MDI (Mekong Delta Development Research Institute), WU (Women Unit), FA (Farmer Clubs), farmers, competition, PTD and Club Management.

BÌNH PHƯỚC

The Sustainability of the Bình Phước Farmer’s Clubs

Author: Nguyen Van An, The Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam
and Nguyen Van Dao, Binh Phuoc Agricultural Extension Center

During the two phases of PAEX programme, the programme officers and the  provincial programme coordination board have always paid attention to improve the capacity of FCs on agricultural production, essential skills and method of organization and management in order for the FCs to achieve real self-control, democracy, self-determination, and sharing collective reponsibility. The results of interviews and observation of FCs in Binh Phuoc showed that there were necessary factors to gain the FCs’ sustainability such as: concerns of agricultural extension workers, FC’s organization with agreement, clear fund management, and strict following of FC’s rules by all FC’s members, the solidarity of members that supports them in difficult situations, FC’s activities meeting actual requirement and assigning right  members for each activity. The FCs’ independence and self-control and democracy have to be supported by all members. Linkages to other organizations, individuals are necessary in supplying of input-materials and agricultural product consumption. 

Key words: Binh Phuoc, FC, sustainability, solidarity, linkage
Some Results of PTD Clubs in Binh Phuoc

Author: Mai Hung, Department of  Information and Communication- 
Binh Phuoc  AEC 
In 2008, Binh Phuoc started adopting and operating the Participatory Agricultural Extension Programme. Participatory agricultural extension methods are used in this programme specifically the Participatory Technology Development (PTD) used as the core method to communicate with farmers.  This programme aims to enhance AEC system’s quality and  to do extension activities based on farmers’ needs. At the moment, we have 30 PTD clubs in Binh Phuoc including 15 clubs established in early 2009 and another 15 in late 2010. These clubs are under management of Agricultural Extension Stations (AESs) of Dong Phu (12 clubs), Binh Long (2 clubs) and one last club in Bu Dang. These clubs are established and operated based on voluntary principles and clear regulations. Since 2009 the programme has supported the clubs with about 100 experiments that focused on local favorable agricultural products. Once an experiment is successful, this model is expanded to other group members and farmers outside of the clubs. There is a club fund to which the club’s members regularly contribute. It is used as revolving fund to help club members to produce, overcome hard times and for some expenses that are approved by all club members. Furthermore, to make club’s management more efficient, PAEX held many trainings for clubs’ leader on PTD, management and organization skills, and marketing … Apart from the PAEX support, and because of recognition of the effectiveness of the clubs, some AESs have supported the clubs budget for experiments, study tours, monthly incentive and agricultural newspapers… to encourage PTD clubs to work more effective.

Key words: Binh Phuoc, AEC, AES, club management, fund management, club management and operation, PTD, experiment. 
Contest for Strong and Good PTD Practice Club

Journalist: Nguyen Thi Tuyet Nhung

AEC Binh Phuoc in cooperation with IAS organized successfully the Contest for Strong and Good PTD Practice Club. Good PTD practice club contest was on October 22nd 2010. This was the first province-level contest for PTD clubs held in Binh Phuoc. PTD clubs are one of the main activities of  the Participatory Agricultural Extension Programme (PAEX).Sixteen clubs were gathered from Dong Xoai, Phuoc Long, Dong Phu, Bu Dop, Bu Dang and Hon Quan. Contestants had to compete in two rounds. The champion of the contest( with the high grade of  846/1000)  was Tan Lap club of Dong Phu district. Second place went to Tan Hiep club, Hon Quan district and Tan Quan club, Chon Thanh district. Long Binh club of Bu Gia Map district and Loc Thuan club, Loc Ninh district share the third award. The judges also gave 2 prizes for the most enthusiastic supporters of Dong Phu and Bu Gia Map district. The contest was not only about competition and winning but also about a good chance for farmers to exchange knowledge and experiences. The successful contest was a highlight to close the first phase of the programme (2008-2010). 

Key words: Binh Phuoc, IAS, AEC, club, contest, club management, training

BÀ RỊA-VŨNG TÀU

An Nhut Club- An Efficient Farmer Club

Author: Phung Thi Nguyen Phung, Head of Long Dien AES, BR-VT 

An Nhut extension club started operating officially in June 2009 and now has 21 members.  Through the ups and and downs of club's development during 3 years, An Nhut has been proved itself as an effective extension club. According to club Head - Mr. Nguyen Cong Minh- even though the management board doesn't receive any financial support,  they are still happyto be part of the club since, they have the opportunity to approach new and more effective  production techniques. Furthermore, they connect people in the commune to help each other to improve living conditions, diminish poverty and build a friendly neighbourhood. Club members have opportunity to develop their production skills through training, experiments and studytour. Four members joined in an experiment consisting of planting flowers around rice fields. Almost everyone in the club was trained on PTD method, intensive cultivation technique of certified rice seed and recording of growth phases, diseases and calculation of total cost of rice production for estimating trading price. Club managers are active and positively cooperate and keep contact with AES, rice producers, ect. to buy seeds, fertilizer, pesticide for club members at preferential prices. Furthermore, they use club's budget (contributed by club members and AEC and PAEX) as a revolving fund to help club members.

Key words:  Ba Ria-Vung Tau, AEC, AES, club, club management board,  club management and operation, club fund, training, VIETGAP
Uncle Muoi Phu, The Farmer Who Is Attracted to Rowing Rice Seeder

Author: Phung Thi Nguyen Phung, Head  of Long Dien AES, BR-VT 

The use of rowing rice seeder is not a new issue for Mekong Delta farmers, but it’s not easy to change the farming practices of the rice growing farmers in An Nhut, Long Dien District, Ba Ria-Vung Tau if there is not a farmer like Uncle Muoi  Phu. In a training where rowing rice seeder was introduced Uncle Muoi Phu contacted Extension Station and District Plant Protection Station for technical back up and then used their own money to buy 2 rowing rice seeders from Can Tho Plastic JSC plastic with the help of the AEC. The application of rowing rice seederss proved to be very effective in his field, he had lobbied members of the club An Nhut well as farmers outside of the club to apply new technological advances, especially to use the rowing rice seeders.
Key words: Ba Ria-Vung Tau, AEC, Plant Protection Department, Agricultural Extension Station,  Plant Protection Station, clubs, farmers
The Changes of Viewpoints and Biases After Participation in the PAEX  

Author: Luong Tuy Phuong and  Tran Thi Thien Huong,  BR-VT AEC

Participatory Agricultural Extension Programme (PAEX) is a programme funded by VVOB to introduce an extension method based on farmers' needs. AEC's  staff was trained on PTD method and  then transferred this knowledge to poor farmers. In the first phase of the programme (2005- 2007), there were 10 extension clubs  in 4 districts of BR-VT and  Cau Ri club is one of them. Cau Ri is a poor community in Song Xoai commune where, people lacked both production materials and techniques. So even hard working, they could not escape poverty. At the very beginning days, there were many difficulties that both farmers and ToT group had to overcome. There were about 60 - 70 farmers at opening day and they thought this was a project funded by a foreign organization, so it would support them so much money. But after realizing it was not like they thought, they were disappointed and did not care about this programme anymore. This had many reasons: the farmers did not understand what they really need to escape poverty and the extension workers, who were in ToT group,  lacked communication and teaching methods and were used to the old extension method. It was really hard to gather the very first 10 members for the Cau Ri club. The first experiment they made was "prevention and treatment of pepper tree disease". It was successful and yield was increased up to 1.5 - 2 times. After this success, farmers understood why it would be good to join this  programme. After being in the programme  for 6 years (2008-2011), there have been many changes in Cau Ri club. Members had the opportunity to be trained on new techniques in production and to help each other  overcome difficult situations. That's really the best way to enhance life quality, neighborhood and ability to escape from poverty. ToT group has been developed with clubs, they are more confident and their ability for helping farmers solve their problem scientifically and  working with them closely and friendly is also enhanced.

Key words: Ba Ria-Vung Tau, the Institute of Agricultural Science for Southern Vietnam, AEC, TOT trainer, club, farmer, PTD.

A PTD Story at Tan Chau Hamlet, Chau Pha Commune, Tan Thanh District, Ba Ria-Vung Tau Province

Author: Tran Thi Thien Huong, BR-VT AEC 

This is a story about Tan Chau, Chau Pha commune, Tan Thanh district, BR-VT province. Five years ago, most of women in this village only knew cooking, raising kids and cleaning house. They rarely had contact with the community. All decisions  depended on the man of the family. Their voice was too weak and rarely heard. But there has been a new wind blowing through this village since 2007. In 2007, there was a programme deploying in this place, the Participatory Agricultural Extension Programme (PAEX) funded by VVOB, a Belgian organization. There were only 10 women in the club of PAEX programme at the very beginning  but  now the number is  25. After 5 years, there is a new trend in this village. Club members have been trained on planting and raising techniques. Furthermore, they have been trained on how to produce sustainably. They know how to raise their voice, explore their ideas and theire voices are heard. They have exchanged experiences not only in production but also in how to raise their kids and building a happy family. They have frequent contacts with the rest of the community and contribute to village social activities. There are many achievements they have made, so this is a typical PTD club.

Key words: Ba Ria-Vung Tau, extension workers, club, women, PTD, club fund.

CAPACITY BULDING AND TRAINING


PAEX through the Eyes of the Core Groups of Trainers

Author: Trương Thị Minh Đức, PAEX Coordinator

To ensure the sustainability of a capacity development programme for agricultural extension workers it’s very important to establish core groups of trainers (CGT) who take responsibilities to carry out capacity building activities and trainings, to implement the training stategies of the partner provinces and to disseminate  participatory extension methods.  According to the CGT, as the process of PTD is very systematic and logical PTD has been applied in the planning process of the extension network and in the implementation of diversified extension activities. PTD has assisted the establishment of equal relationships between extension workers and farmers, enhances ownership and responsibilities of the communities and PAEX does improve capacity of extension network. However, there some challenges to apply PTD such as application of PTD is time consuming, capacity of extension workers and lack of budget to implement PTD. The CGT raised three recommendations for the programme sustainability. They are: establishing and consolidating agreement of the Provincial Leaders to institutionalize PTD, developing human resource  and promoting CGT ‘s role. Within their power and in order to maintain and develop knowledge and skills learnt from the PAEX programme, the CGTs take advantages of extension budget and supports from other organizations to continue to consolidate the FCs and share and exchange experiences to improve capacity of delivery good and full meaning of PTD. 

Key words: PAEX, DARD, AEC, AES, club, cooperative group, capacity building and training, core group of trainers, PRA, PTD, monitoring and evaluation, MSC, farmers’ need based planning. 
The An Giang Core Group of Trainers 

Continues Their Mission of Introduction of PTD

                                                       Author: Nguyen Van Hong, An Giang AEC

An Giang province was one of the six provinces in Mekong Delta chosen to be the partner MDAEP and later PAEX. Under these programmes, both club members and extension workers have been trained on many courses such as Participatory Technology Development, club management, session planning and so on. Thanks to these courses and among other accomplishments four key trainers of An Giang have improved significantly their skills and extension methods. Their main duty in the phase 2011-2012 is transfering what they have learnt before to other staffs and club members. In total, they have conducted 22 trainings for more than 500 people, including Department of Hydrology,Department of Veterinary, Department of Plant Protection and Center for Seed Testing and Verifying. They will  continue their mission after PAEX closing.

Key words: An Giang, AEC, MDI, Can Tho University, AES, Department of Hydrology,Department of Veterinary, Department of Plant Protection, Center for Seed Testing and Verifying, Farmer’s Association, Women Union, club, Key trainer, extension workers, club management board, FFS,  IPM,  PTD, capacity building.

Looking Back to The Past Journey With PAEX
Author: Phạm Thị  Như, AES  Châu Thành, An Giang

This  article is about the changes of an extension worker (EW) since she was selected to participate in PAEX. From a young  EW who lacked both professional and life experiences and lived like a snail in its shell she grew up under PAEX and changed her way of thinking and working to achieve the most effective extension works. Now PAEX is running to an end, she thinks back of the last five years and of what she has gained from knowledge to friends and how she became a fellow of farmers. Her memories and knowledge of the PAEX journey will be her luggage for a better life and career and a closer linkage between the farmers and the extension sector. 

Key words: An Giang, IAS, the College of Rural Development, Can Tho University, AEC, club, core group of trainer, extension worker, capacity building . 

Effectiveness from Sharing of Experiences Among the TOT Team
Author: Nguyễn Đăng Khoa, Hau Giang AEC 

Since the establishment, 2004, Hau giang AEC has very limited competent staff. Most of them were junior staff, not well trained and lack of practical experiences while they have to provide advise to the farmers. They therefore felt not confident and could not provide good  services. In 2008, the AEC cooperated with VVOB carrying out the PAEX programme where the participatory approach has been encouraged and applied to extension activities. It‘s still quite new for most extension workers (EWs) of HG province. During implementing activities with the support from PAEX, through deploying experiments for clubs, training courses on PTD, club management skills, M & E skills, marketing etc...the EWs had many good opportunities to learn new knowledge and skills and to become member of a trainers group to disseminate the PTD method. During these training, the ToT had to sit together prior to and after every training course to discuss and share experiences. Day by day,  their teaching skills also improved and they feel a lot more confident when working with farmers and now confidently provide better advisory services to the farmers. So far, thanks to working as TOT, the knowledge and competence of TOT members have been enhanced and the extension system of Hau Giang province has been developed so well that the province has tried  spreading PTD method in daily extension activities and it is on the way of institutionalization for official application. Now that the PAEX programme is going to phase out the local authorities and AEC will make PTD method  institutionalised, continue to train TOT and EWs so that they are able to take the important role of good communicators to ultilise the advantages of PTD for future extension activities.

Key words: Hau  Giang, agricultural sector, AEC, EW, club, member, capacity building, PTD, institutionalization, sustainability
Impact of PTD on the Extension Workers

Author: Hau Giang TOT group 
 (Nguyễn Đăng Khoa, Lê Văn Khoa, Nguyễn Văn Măng, Thái Ngọc Sang, Phạm Văn Tám

Extension workers approach farmers and together with farmers solve their problems that are multidisciplinary. To meet the needs of farmers, extension workers not only need to have specialized knowledge but also to have a broad understanding. They must also be trained on the skills necessary to convey the knowledge and skills to farmers in the most effective way. Through the active support of the PAEX Programme, extension workers of HG province have met all of the above needs, and have completely changed their knowledge, attitudes and skills in their activities. After participating for some years extension workers have overcome difficulties in the process of change of old habits already ingrained in their minds and actions. It can be confirmed that PTD has improved the mode of operation of the extension system and proved to be appropriate with the conditions of rural agricultural development of the province now and in the future.

Key words: Hau Giang, AEC, club, extension worker, farmers, training, farmer’s need based, PTD, institutionalization
The Changes of  Extension Officers’ Capacity after Ten Years

Author: Lý Thanh Lâm, Technical Officer of My Tu AES, Soc Trang 

Extension workers are the main force of extension organization and they often work with farmers to help them with local extension activities. In order to work well with farmers and meet their needs, the extension workers need to have good experience, knowledge and skills. Following traditional extension method, the extension workers using a top-down approach did not meet all farmers’ needs. To improve extension workers’ capacity and skills to work well with daily extension activities, MDAEP programme (2002-2007) and PAEX programme (2008-2012) have provided trainings on Participatory Technology Development (PTD) and a lot of remarkable changes have been seen through applying and integrating PTD methodology. In fact, this method has helped extension workers a lot to reduce top-down approach and increase bottom up approach. Thanks to these programmes, extension workers have improved their extension skills and capacity, they also have a great changes for their attitude towards working with farmers and based on farmers’ needs. For about 10 years of working with the 2 programmes, the training experiences and skills of extension worker have been increased, this result has contributed much to the objective of the programmes as well as wishes of the Department of Rural Development, Agriculture Extension Centers, Extension Stations, and Farmers’ Clubs. The article “ The Changes of Extension Officers’ Capacity after 10 years” shares the changes and achievements from the programmes as a part of success of the programmes implemented at Soc Trang province.  

Key words: Soc Trang,  AEC, AES, extension officers, training and capacity building, famer, PTD, clb management, farmer’s need-based planning, experiment, study tour, DARD. 
The Talented Women in Agricultural Extension


Author: Le Van Gia Nho – IAS and Nguyen Hong Le PAEX-VVOB


For the PAEX programme, the most convenient way to reach the poor who are triving for their living is to approach the Agricultural and Fishery Extension Center of Ba Ria-Vung Tau province, where there are dynamic dedicated officers such as Ms Phung,  Ms Phuong, Ms Huong, Mr. Vinh, Mr. Long, Mr. Minh. This article tells you more about those beautiful talented quietly-devoted dedicated and highly responsible  women extension officers in the agricultural extension system in Ba Ria-Vung Tau: Ms Phung Thi Nguyen Phung, Ms Luong Tuy Phuong and Ms Tran Thi Thien Huong. Since the PAEX programme continued to support the participatory extension activities for 3 years (2008-2010) in Ba Ria-Vung Tau, they have been actively involved in the capacity building training activities, awareness raising, experiment programmes and organized and accompanied farmers in the study tours. It seems that they are not absent in any extension activity. For the core group of trainers of Ba Ria-Vung Tau, they are not only the trainers for network expansion but also experts in field schools about participatory extension methods such as Participatory Technology Development (PTD), Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA), training methods and skills and participatory club management. 

Key words: Ba Ria-Vung Tau, Agriculture and Fisheries Extension Centre, extension workers, core group of trainers, capacity building training, PRA, PTD, club management
Experiences in Material Development of the PAEX Programme
Author: Nguyen Hong Le - PAEX / VVOB
The PAEX programme funded by VVOB is implemented in 5 provinces of An Giang, Hau Giang, Soc Trang, Binh Phuoc and Ba Ria-Vung Tau in 2008-2012. During operation, PAEX has introduced extension methods including Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA), Participatory Technology Development (PTD), Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation, and the techniques such as the most significant change, facilitation, coaching, guidance, training and the contents on management of participatory extension club, marketing of agricultural products. To acquire and disseminate this content it is necessary to have an appropriate resource for each target group.

For capacity building activities and training of the PAEX programme, we identified three main training subjects, namely: farmers’ club , extension workers and ToT s. Accordingly, materials for farmers’ clubs should be designed and written in a simple, easy to understand and easy to acquire. Materials for agricultural extension workers should include useful field knowledge, with specific guiding steps so that the extension workers after training can take with them and refer to when working in the field. Materials for ToT trainers include contents of a training programme, lesson plans, basic training skills and knowledge, logistical arrangements to organize a course, monitoring and evaluation of the courses, and reference sources.

In the process of developing materials of the PAEX Programme, the programme has achieved a number of objectives. The first objective is the production of the basic material for different target groups of training such as farmers, extension workers, ToT trainers. These materials are also the source of reference for trainings for mass organization staff and agricultural officers.

The second objective, and possibly the most important one is that the users of the materials directly participated in the design and production of the materials and  became experts in the production of other training contents in their line of work. This could be witnessed when the content of agricultural marketing training or project monitoring and evaluation was elaborated by the core groups of trainers of the provinces of Soc Trang, An Giang, Hau Giang, Ba Ria-Vung Tau and Binh Phuoc. They met to make lesson plans, practice training and give comments to the trainers to complete the  lesson.

Key words: PAEX, Center for Agricultural Extension, ToT trainers, extension officers, club, material development
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